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PROGRAM
LAUNGHED
YESTERDAY

Important Facts Develop
at Meeting of Rotary
Club

- — e
Laks steamers will ba doe
Calumet avenue bri dge
in three to five vears. arCor
the prog-am that was laun
a4 notable meeting of th, Hau.mf-‘-;

Rotary Club yesterday noon
The meeting was heig for the pur.

ore of develc k
i veioping the following
facts: -

Tha TUnlted States enginesar s
o is Teady and willing to maka
& recommendation to congrens for
an appropriation suf fficlent to im-
prove the Calumet river from |is
Junction with the Indlana Harbor
‘4nel In East Chieage to Lhe forks
near Calumet Lake providing -

1
Ifice

1‘_ The river 1is siraightiened to
tonferm to plans and survevs that’

mpleted by the war depart

. The itiex of I‘Iﬂmmﬁﬂd and
East Chicago have the power, under
stalc legisiation enacted in recent
years, to stralghten the river by a
proceeding similar to that used o
opening or widening of o strest.
HAMMBOND ASELEEP ON TEE JO0B

I'hus it appesars that one of the
prominent planks !n Mavor Danlel
Browns platform.
first campaign, is
but rrobable of 1

Away back !
of the Hammond
nerc<sa wrote a

erth in his
1y possible

presidsat

iambe of Com
ter to Major Bilx-
‘n charge of the distrijet
king what sreps would

procusre governtnent
eld fn ti mprovement of Lhe river
Major piumptly replied
that If the channel of tha rivar wWere
to be straightensd in conformity
with the recommendations of h's
cepartment that be would reece-
mand a government appropriatic:
That would be equivalent to gpet-
ting 1t
Eut Hammond went to sleep on
the job. With ths river improvment
virtually within !'s grasp nothing
was Jdone County Engineesr Ray
Seely estimated that the county
of Lake has spent §750.000 for bas-
cule bridge egulpped with the deli-
cate elact-ical machinery for rale-
Ing and lowering them over strsams
that have nsver been navigated
NOT GOVERNMENT'S FAULT
And yet the government enginesars
weTe ready to go shead., All they
asked was for a reasonsbDle siralght-
ening of the river 1o maks naviga-
tion easaier. Tke Hammong Rotary
Club wag =pprised of thiy situation
and President Morse Dell Plaln ap-
peinted a special conumittes 2
arouse public Intsrest lo the mar-

At yesterday's luncheon at the
Lyndora Hotel the guest of ho
was Major Rufus W. Putnam, L‘l:,-
ted Etates engineer in charge of ths
Chicago district which Includes the
Lake Michigan shpre from Waukes
gan to Michlgan City, tha Calumet
rivers and the Illinols river ¢a {ia
juncton wth the Mssissippl

Major Putnagn came with maps
of surveys, exiracis from laws cov -
ering the =ubject and letters from
hiz flles showing that for twenty
vears the government hsd held open
Its offer to imggova the Calumet
river. Thus the first premises waa
established; namely that the goverp-
ment g ready and waiting.

CITIES REPEESENTED

In order that tnie eniire group ol
North Township citles and those 0n
the Illinols side of the line migkt
near what Major Ptunam had (o
say the Rotary Club 1avited as it
guests the following persons, lg
addition to the Major,

Mayor Dan'el rown, wlose In-
terest in river and harbor develop-
ment iz well known, A J. Swan-
son, president of the board of pub-
lle works, and on this occasion thse
representative of the Kiwanis clul;
Wiliiam F, Bridge, the Hammond
¢ity engineer, upon all of wham
must develve the responsiblifty for
initiating the action for the
stralghtenng of tha river.

East Chlicago wag reperesented by
Gearge H. Lewis, president of jts
‘hamber of Commerce, ang by
K. Wallace, county engineser eleql
Mayer Frapnk Callahan and Carl D.
Norris of the board of publle works
ould not be preszent

West: Hammond was represented
by Mayor Marradt and City Al-
terney Samuel K. Markman. Poth
pledged thelr co-operation with tha
Indiana cities o the plans for the
immediate stralizhtening of 1thas
river.

From Chicago there was a not-
bale delegaticn consisting of H. B
Mecartney, who for years has In-
terested himself {n the Improvement
of the Calumet: Tiver from the sials
lins to the forks and has procursd
e number of deeds for chaunel
stralghtening. Benjamin K. Branch,
a Chicago &attorney, representing
the Mandell estate and a man whoe
fought the TUnited States Steel cor-
poration througl: all of the courls
in an affort to prevent the closing
of the east end of the Calumet
river,

Then the club had as (ia guest Al
Chas the real astate sditer of the
‘hicago Tribune, who came nuct al
a spealker hut as an observer and

posa of hetter acguaint

{ with condition in fhe

or the puor

‘slumet 4Aisirict. which he has coms
o regard az 4 place «f great Iin-
terest and promis:

BNXTHUSE OVCR PEOEFECTS

Mafor Putham made it plain thal
it was not the business of the war
lepartipent to promole thess rrol-
wets for the improvement of ths

! “iver but to plan them after they

wera projeciad Ile pletured thae
| tima;, no: far off when ocean golag
ships wonid oma inte the Greal
| Lakes voith cargoes from Eusapsan
| asd viher world ports, through the
2: Lawrence river channe!l Ha

pointed out that the =iats of Iiil-
aeals had appropriated tha mone®
‘nnd was making tha plans for &
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